James Buchanan And The Political Crisis Of The 1850s

| A Timeless Voyage Through a Pivotal American Chapter

Prepare to be utterly captivated: “James Buchanan And The Political Crisis Of The 1850s” is not just a history
book; it's a portal, whisking you away to a tumultuous yet utterly fascinating era of American history. If
you've ever felt that history textbooks could use a dash of sparkle and a heaping spoonful of heart, then your
search ends here. This remarkable work manages to be both an incredibly insightful analysis and a
surprisingly emotional journey, making it an absolute must-read for anyone who loves to get lost in a good
story, regardless of age or prior historical inclination.

One of the book's most astonishing strengths is its ability to conjure the very *atmosphere* of the 1850s. The
author doesn't just present facts; they paint vivid, immersive scenes that practically leap off the page. You can
almost feel the tension crackling in the air, smell the coal smoke from the trains, and hear the impassioned
debates echoing in the hallowed halls of government. It’s like stepping into a richly imagined historical
drama, complete with all the intrigue, ambition, and underlying anxieties of a nation on the brink.

What truly sets this book apart, however, is its profound emotional depth. While we're examining the grand
political machinations of the era, we're also privy to the very human struggles, the hopes, and the deeply held
convictions of the individuals involved. James Buchanan himself emerges not as a distant, dusty figure, but as
a complex character grappling with immense pressures. The author masterfully navigates the emotional
landscape, allowing readers to connect with the anxieties and aspirations that fueled this pivotal period. You'll
find yourself pondering the weight of difficult decisions and the personal costs of leadership, a universal
theme that resonates deeply today.

The book's appeal is truly universal. Whether you're a seasoned history buff, a student seeking to bring your
studies to life, or a book club looking for a compelling discussion starter, “James Buchanan And The Political
Crisis Of The 1850s” delivers in spades. It manages to distill complex political theories and historical events
into accessible, engaging prose, making it a joy to read. It's the kind of book that sparks conversation, ignites
curiosity, and leaves you with a richer understanding of both the past and the present. You'll find yourself
excitedly sharing insights with friends and family, and perhaps even revisiting its pages for a deeper dive.

For those who believe that history is merely a collection of dates and names, this book is a delightful
revelation. It proves that the past is alive, breathing, and filled with stories that can move, enlighten, and even
entertain us. It’s a magical journey through a critical juncture in American history, presented with intelligence,
wit, and an abundance of heart.

Our heartfelt recommendation: This book is an absolute treasure that continues to capture hearts worldwide
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because it reminds us of the enduring power of narrative and the human element within even the most
monumental historical shifts. It’s a testament to the fact that understanding our past is not just about knowing
what happened, but about understanding *why™ it happened and how it continues to shape our world.

We wholeheartedly recommend “James Buchanan And The Political Crisis Of The 1850s.” It is a timeless
classic that not only informs but also inspires, offering a profound and unforgettable experience. Dive in, and
discover the magic for yourselfi
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an edited volume examining the presidency of james buchanan and his role engaging the complexities of the
debate surrounding the president immediately before lincoln

james buchanan and the american empire deals with the influence of james buchanan of pennsylvania on the
direction of american foreign policy over a period of almost thirty years from 1832 to 1861 during those three
decades buchanan served as andrew jackson s minister to russia senator secretary of state under james k polk
and pierce s minister to the court of st james from 1857 to 1861 he was president of the united states during
those tragic years while presiding over the disintegration of the union on the eve of the civil war he continued
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to pursue an aggressive but unsuccessful foreign policy this book is concerned with the significant part james
buchanan played in the foreign policy of the united states his victories and his defeats and his consuming
desire to advance the cause of the american empire book jacket title summary field provided by blackwell
north america inc all rights reserved

although none of his contemporaries considered buchanan a political genius or a brilliant statesman many
thought in 1856 that he was the right man for the times few have assumed the office of the presidency with
such a sterling rsum0 as buchanan with many years of experience including stints as a member of the united
states house of representatives and senate minister to russia secretary of state and minister to great britain he
seemed well equipped to deal with the brewing sectional crisis he faced as president buchanan entered office
during a time that required strong and decisive presidential leadership yet despite his years of political
experience james buchanan failed to provide that leadership this book examines the life and presidency of
james buchanan and seeks to explain why such an experienced politician failed the test of leadership in a time
of national crisis

when buchanan entered the white house in march 1857 he seemed well positioned to accomplish his main
objectives a canny and seasoned politician from pennsylvania with a reputation for moderation on slavery
related issues buchanan had a straightforward agenda the amelioration of sectional tensions the promotion of
american prosperity and the extension of the democrats control of the federal government four years later
buchanan left washington convinced that he had done his best and accomplished much in fact he left behind a
shattered democratic party a new republican president abraham lincoln and a ruptured union except for a
cadre of faithful pennsylvania friends buchanan s reputation lay in ruins he has consistently been ranked
among the least effective presidents in american history

as james buchanan took office in 1857 the united states found itself at a crossroads dissolution of the union
had been averted and the democratic party maintained control of the federal government but the nation
watched to see if pennsylvania s first president could make good on his promise to calm sectional tensions
despite buchanan s central role in a crucial hour in u s history few presidents have been more ignored by
historians in assembling the essays for this volume michael birkner and john quist have asked leading
scholars to reconsider whether buchanan s failures stemmed from his own mistakes or from circumstances
that no president could have overcome buchanan s dealings with utah shed light on his handling of the
secession crisis his approach to dred scott reinforces the image of a president whose doughface views were
less a matter of hypocrisy than a thorough identification with southern interests essays on the secession crisis
provide fodder for debate about the strengths and limitations of presidential authority in an existential
moment for the young nation although the essays in this collection offer widely differing interpretations of
buchanan s presidency they all grapple honestly with the complexities of the issues faced by the man who sat
in the white house prior to the towering figure of lincoln and contribute to a deeper understanding of a
turbulent and formative era

the worlds of james buchanan and thaddeus stevens examines the political interests relationships and
practices of two of the era s most prominent politicians as well as the political landscapes they inhabited and
informed both men called lancaster county pennsylvania their home and both were bachelors during the 1850s
james buchanan tried to keep the democratic party alive as the slavery debate divided his peers and the
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political system thaddeus stevens meanwhile as whig turned republican invested in the federal government to
encourage economic development and social reform especially antislavery and republican reconstruction
considering buchanan and stevens s divergent lives alongside their political and social worlds reveals the
dynamics and directions of american politics especially northern interests and identities while focusing on
these individuals the contributors also explore the roles of parties and patronage in informing political
loyalties and behavior they further track personal connections across lines of gender and geography and
underline the importance of details like who regularly dined and conversed with whom the complex social
milieu of washington the role of rumor in determining political allegiances and the ways personality and
failing relationships mattered in a hothouse of national politics fueled by slavery and expansion the essays in
the worlds of james buchanan and thaddeus stevens collectively invite further consideration of how parties
personality place and private lives influenced the political interests and actions of an age affected by race
religion region civil war and reconstruction

this book offers conclusions that are very different from most of the traditional historical interpretations of
the buchanan presidency historians have either condemned buchanan for weakness and vacillation or
portrayed him as a president dedicated to peace who did everything constitutionally possible to avoid war
under the scrutiny of elbert b smith buchanan emerges as a strong figure who made vital contributions not to
peace but to the accelerating animosities that produced the war historians who have considered the civil war a
necessary and justifiable price for the destruction of slavery should feel a debt to james buchanan smith
writes those who think the war could and should have been avoided owe him nothing most of the accounts of
the era have concentrated on the dred scott case bleeding kansas and the lecompton constitution the lincoln
douglas debates john brown the rise of the republicans and the disintegration of the democrats the election of
1860 and the bitter quarrels over slavery extension occasioned by these events buchanan has often appeared
on a stage occupied by more important actors whether or not the war was already inevitable by march 1857
cannot be proved that a subsequent series of emotion packed events filled both north and south with rage and
fear triggering secession and the war is undebatable it is smith s theory that buchanan in leading the united
states through these fateful years added much to the war spirit that developed in both sections driven by
affection and sympathy for the southerners he tried to satisfy their demands for slavery rights in the territories
this aroused bitter anti south feelings throughout the north which foiled his efforts and further convinced the
southerners that they could no longer have their way inside the union the one event that finally triggered the
southern secession was the election of a republican president and buchanan s agreement with the southern
demands and his personal hatred for stephen a douglas did much to accomplish this covering the most
controversial period in american history smith presents important new evaluations for the consideration of
students of both the civil war and the presidency

politicians james buchanan 1791 1868 of pennsylvania and william rufus king 1786 1853 of alabama has
excited much speculation through the years why did they never marry might they have been gay or was their
relationship a nineteenth century version of the modern day bromance then as now they have intrigued by the
many mysteries surrounding them in bosom friends the intimate world of james buchanan and william rufus
king thomas balcerski explores the lives of these two politicians and discovers one of the most significant
collaborations in american political history unlikely companions from the start they lived together as
messmates in a washington dc boardinghouse there developed a bosom friendship that blossomed into a
significant political partnership before the civil war each man was elected to high executive office william
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rufus king the vice presidency in 1852 and james buchanan as the nation s fifteenth president in 1856 this
book offers a dual biography of james buchanan and william rufus king special attention is given to their
early lives prior to elected office the circumstances of their boardinghouse friendship and the juicy political
gossip that has circulated about them ever since in addition the author traces their many contributions to the
jacksonian political agenda manifest destiny and the debates over slavery while finding their style of politics
to have been disastrous for the american nation ultimately bosom friends demonstrates that intimate male
friendships among politicians were and continue to be an important part of success in american politics

this biography introduces readers to james buchanan including his early political career and key events from
buchanan s administration including the dred scott case and the secession of seven southern states prior to the
american civil war information about his childhood family personal life and retirement years is included a
timeline fast facts and sidebars provide additional information aligned to common core standards and
correlated to state standards checkerboard library is an imprint of abdo publishing a division of abdo

james buchanan was the fifteenth president of the united states who served from 1857 until 1861 preceding
abraham lincoln he is considered to have been one of the most ineffective presidents due to policies that some
historians believe helped lead to the american civil war this thesis looks at how the antebellum presses
viewed buchanan and what types of images they projected of him to the public from the very beginning of his
presidency there were concerns in most of the presses about his leadership in march of 1857 his inauguration
and the dred scott decision were two events that happened early in his administration that offer evidence that
the press from the start projected negative images of him especially in regards to his policies regarding
slavery this helped to create the belief that he was an ineffectual leader buchanan was aware of the powerful
influence the press held over its readership and he immediately went to work to reconstruct his organ the
washington daily union as a mouthpiece for himself as well as the democratic party he intended to use the
newspaper as a vehicle to express his policies and to compete with his opponents in the press the southern
republican black and abolitionist newspapers these adversarial presses were a constant threat to buchanan and
in combination with his early missteps were effective in representing him unfavorably

a fine collection of essays exploring and in many cases extending jim buchanan s many contributions and
insights to economic political and social theory bruce caldwell professor of economics duke university usa
the overwhelming impression the reader gets from this very fine collection is the extraordinary expanse of
james buchanan s work everyone interested in economics and related fields can profit mightily from this book
mario rizzo professor of economics new york university usa this book explores the academic contribution of
james buchanan who received the nobel prize for economics in 1986 buchanan s receipt of the prize is
noteworthy because he was a maverick within the economics profession in contrast to the preponderance of
economists buchanan made little use of mathematics and no use of econometrics preferring to used logic and
language to insert his ideas into the scholarlycommunity moreover his ideas extended the domain of
economic inquiry along many paths that numerous economists subsequently pursued buchanan s scholarship
brought economics and political science together under the rubric of public choice he was also was a prime
figure in bringing economic theory into closer contact with moral and social philosophy this volume includes
essays distributed across the extensive domain of buchanan s scholarly contributions reflecting the range of
his scholarly interests chapters will examine buchanan s scholarly work on public finance social insurance
public debt public choice economic methodology constitutional political economy law and economics and
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ethics and social theory the book also examines buchanan in relation to other prominent economists both
from the distant past and the recent past

the author explores the life of james buchanan

a chronology of significant events in the life of james buchanan and a selection of his official addresses
messages etc

delve into the political thought and career of james buchanan the 15th president of the united states with the
works of james buchanan comprising his speeches state papers and private correspondence volume 9 this
meticulously compiled volume offers a comprehensive look at buchanan s public addresses official
documents and personal letters providing invaluable insights into his policies motivations and the tumultuous
era in which he governed edited by john bassett moore and james buchanan henry this collection is essential
for historians political scientists and anyone interested in understanding the complexities of 19th century
american politics and the lead up to the civil war explore the words of a president who grappled with some of
the nation s most pressing issues and gain a deeper appreciation for the challenges and decisions that shaped
the course of american history this volume offers a unique and unfiltered perspective on a pivotal period in
american history this work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it this work was reproduced from the original artifact and remains
as true to the original work as possible therefore you will see the original copyright references library stamps
as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world and other notations
in the work this work is in the public domain in the united states of america and possibly other nations within
the united states you may freely copy and distribute this work as no entity individual or corporate has a
copyright on the body of the work as a reproduction of a historical artifact this work may contain missing or
blurred pages poor pictures errant marks etc scholars believe and we concur that this work is important
enough to be preserved reproduced and made generally available to the public we appreciate your support of
the preservation process and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and
relevant

just 24 hours after former president james buchanan died on june 1 1868 the chicago tribune rejoiced this
desolate old man has gone to his grave no son or daughter is doomed to acknowledge an ancestry from him
nearly a century and a half later in 2004 writer christopher buckley observed it is probably just as well that
james buchanan was our only bachelor president there are no descendants bracing every morning on opening
the paper to find another heading announcing buchanan once again rated worst president in history how to
explain such remarkably consistent historical views of the man who turned over a divided and demoralized
country to abraham lincoln the same man regarded through the decades by presidential scholars as the worst
president in u s history in this exploration of the presidency of james buchanan 1857 61 garry boulard revisits
the 15th president and comes away with a stunning conclusion buchanan s performance as the nation s chief
executive was even more deplorable and sordid than scholars generally know making his status as the country
s worst president richly deserved boulard documents buchanan s failure to stand up to the slaveholding
interests of the south his indecisiveness in dealing with the secession movement and his inability to provide
leadership during the nation s gravest constitutional crisis using the letters of buchanan as well as those of
more than two dozen political leaders and thinkers of the time boulard presents a narrative of a timid and
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vacillating president whose drift and isolation opened the door to the civil war the author of the expatriation
of franklin pierce the story of a president and the civil war iuniverse 2006 boulard has reported for the new
york times and the los angeles times and is a business writer for the albuquerque based construction reporter
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